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Dr. Karen Guice, M.D., M.P.P., is currently the Executive Director of the Federal Recovery 
Coordination Program, a joint program of the Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs.  Dr. 
Guice also serves as the VA lead for the tri-agency National Resource Directory initiative. She 
has recently completed a six month detail to the Office of Wounded Warrior Care and Transition 
Policy at the Department of Defense. Dr. Guice graduated from the University Of New Mexico 
School of Medicine and completed her general surgery training at the University of Washington.  
She has been a member of the surgical faculties at the University of Texas Medical Branch at 
Galveston, the University of Michigan, Duke University, and the Medical College of Wisconsin.  
She was promoted to Professor of Surgery during her tenure at Duke University.  Dr. Guice 
received a master’s degree in Public Policy from Duke University and was selected as a 1997-
1998 Robert Wood Johnson Health Policy Fellow. Dr. Guice served as a staff member of the 
Senate Committee on Labor from 1998-1999, and as the Director of Fellowship Services at the 
American College of Surgeons (1999-2001). She was the Deputy Director for the President’s 
Commission on Care for America’s Returning Wounded Warriors (Senator Bob Dole and 
Secretary Donna Shalala, co-chairs, 2007). Dr. Guice has been a funded investigator for over 10 
years, receiving grants from the NIH and the Emergency Medical Services for Children Program.  
Her basic science research included the scientific investigation of pancreatitis related respiratory 
failure and her health services research focused on the development of a national trauma registry 
for children and outcome evaluation of children’s trauma-related care.  She has served on NIH 
Study Sections and EMSC grant review panels. She authored or coauthored over 60 peer 
reviewed publications and nine book chapters. Dr. Guice is a member of several professional 
societies and was elected President of the Association of Academic Surgery in 1993.  She 
received the Association of Women Surgeons Distinguished Member Award in 1999 and the 
W.W. Coon Surgical Residents Award for Teaching Excellence at the University of Michigan in 
1988. In 1993, she received the Outstanding Alumna Award from the College of Arts and 
Sciences at New Mexico State University. She was given an award for Outstanding Achievement 
from the office of the Secretary of Defense in 2007 for her work on the President’s Commission, 
and received a Commendation from the Department of Veterans Affairs in 2009. 

 
 


